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ABSTRACT 

This document contains instructions for administering 
the American Newspaper Publishers Association Foundation Newspaper 
Test, scoring the test, and interpreting the scores. It also includes 
a description of the nature of the test, each form of the ANIA 
Foundation Newspaper Test having 30 four*choice questions on the 
meaning and implications of stories, articles, and other features of 
a four-page simulated newspaper, tabloid si:se. There are four forms: 
two for junior high school (J*1 aad J*2) and two for senior high 
school (S-1 and S-2) . The two forms at each level are parallel in 
content and equal in difficulty; forms J-^l and S-1 are based on one 
simulated newspaper, forms J-2 and S*^*2 on another. Included are 
suggestions for using the test in a riretest-posttest type of 
evaluation and as a guide for developing objectives in a journalism 
course. A rationale for administering the test is provided. Copies of 
the 1972 edition of the test forms are included. (RB) 
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THE ANPA FOUNDATION NEWSPAPER TEST* 



Nature of the Test 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
EDUCATION AWELFARE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION 

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO 
DUCCD EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN 
ATJNG IT POfNTSOF VfEW OR OPJNIONS 
STATED OO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE 
SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY. 



Each form of the ANPA Foundation Newspaper Test has 30 four-choice questions 
on the meaning and implications of stories, articles, and other features of a 
^ four-page simulated newspaper, tabloid size. There are four forms: two for 
S junior high school (J-1 and J-2) and two for senior high school (S-1 and S-2). 
> The two forms at each level are parallel in content and equal in difficulty, 
^ Forms J-1 and S-1 are based on one simulated newspaper; Forms J-2 and S-2 on 
' another. These newspapers have nearly all types ol material found in daily 
^ newspapers and are not "written down," Although the events treated are all 

imaginary, they sound like something that happened yesterday. As students take 
I the test, they find and read the parts of the newspaper to which the questions 

refer; they do not study the newspaper in advance. They write the number of the 
best answer in a blank at the end of each question. There are no separate or 
machine-i?corable answer sheets. There is no prescribed time limit, but most , 
students finish in less than 35 minutes. 



Administering the test 



Make sure that each class has the simulated newspaper that goes with the 
form of the test it is to take. The newspaper with the top headline "Governor 
Calls Session on Taxes" goes with J-1 and S-1; that with the top headline 
"Unsafe Driver Curbs Approved" goes with J-2 and S-2. 

After the newspapers and test books have been distributed, ask students 
to fill in the blanks on the cover page with any identifying information the 
situation requires. Read the directions aloud while students read them silently. 
Tell them not to try to read the whole newspaper before answering the questions, 
since the questions in any one form of the test deal only with certain articles 
that are clearly indicated. Be sure they understand that they are to write 
the number of the answer they choose in the blank at the end of the question. 
If they are not sure which answer is best, encourage them to choose the most 
likely answer, since there will be no subtraction for wrong answers. Ask them 
not to mark or tear the newspapers because they will be used again by other 
classes. When they are returned, they should be folded properly. Tell the 
students how much time they have, and ask whether they have any questions. 
Answer any question about what they are to do but not about the content of the 
test. When there are no more questions, tell them to start work. When time is 
up, or when all but one or two have finished, tell them to stop, and collect 
the test books and newspapers. 



Scoring the Test 

The test books can be hand-scored easily and quickly by using the printed 
key that is included in each package of tests. Directions for scoring are 
printed on each key. Note that the intended answers are aligned with the 
blanks in which students write their answers. If the wrong scoring strip is 
placed on a page, the answers will not line up. The score is the number of 
right answers with no "correction for guessing." » 



*Copyright (c) 1973 by the American Newspaper Publishers Association Foundation. 
All rights reserved. Sponsored by the National Council for the Social Studies* 
Published and distributed by Cooperative Tests and Services, Educational Testing 
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InterpretitiR Scores 

Tables 1 and 2 below show the percent of newspaper students and the 
percent of regular students who stood below each score on each form of the 
Newspaper Test in the norming administration of May 1971. The diff",rence 
between these two groups was that the newspaper students had been involved 
during the year in some sort of newspaper program while the regular students 
had not. The groups were comparable in every other respect: they came from 
the same grades in the same schools and many were taught by the same teachers. 



Table 1. Percent of Newspaper Students Standing Below Each Score* 



Score 


J-1 


J-2 


S-1 


S-2 


Score 


J-1 


J-2 


S-1 


S-2 


Score 


J-1 


J-2 


S-1 


S-2 


30 








100 


20 


71 


74 


41 


63 


10 


12 


15 


03 


11 


29 






100 


99 


19 


64 


68 


34 


56 


9 


09 


11 


02 


07 


28 


100 


100 


98 


98 


18 


58 


61 


30 


50 


8 


06 


07 


01 


05 


27 


99 


99 


95 


95 


17 


52 


54 


26 


45 


7 


04 


05 


00 


03 


26 


98 


97 


91 


92 


16 


45 


47 


20 


39 


6 


03 


03 




01 


25 


96 


95 


86 


88 


15 


38 


42 


16 


33 


5 


02 


01 




00 


24 


93 


92 


77 


82 


14 


32 


36 


12 


Z7 


4 


01 


01 






23 


88 


89 


68 


77 


13 


26 


29 


09 


22 


3 


01 


00 






22 


83 


85 


57 


73 


12 


21 


24 


06 


17 


2 


00 








21 


77 


80 


48 


69 


11 


16 


20 


04 


14 


1 











*Too few senior high school newspaper classes were found in the areas sampled 
(Fort Worth, Peoria, and Charlotte, N.C.) to provide reliable norms. The 
difference in difficulty between Forms S-1 and S-2 indicated by these percents 
is spurious, since no such difference was found in the more representative norms 
for regular senior high school students (see the table below). For the present, 
teachers should use the latter to interpret all scores of senior high school 
students in both regular and newspaper classes. 



Table 2. Percent of Regular Students Standing Below Each Score 



Score 


J-1 


J-2 


S-1 


S-2 


Score 


J-1 


J-2 


S-1 


S-2 


Score 


J-1 


J-2 


S-1 


S-2 


30 








100 


20 


83 


83 


64 


64 


XO 


21 


21 


10 


15 


29 






100 


99 


19 


79 


78 


57 


59 


9 


15 


16 


07 


12 


28 






99 


98 


18 


73 


72 


51 


54 


8 


10 


11 


04 


09 


27 


100 


100 


98 


95 


17 


67 


56 


44 


49 


7 


07 


07 


02 


06 


26 


99 


99 


96 


93 


16 


60 


60 


38 


44 


6 


04 


05 


01 


04 


25 


98 


98 


93 


89 


15 


53 


53 


32 


38 


5 


02 


03 


01 


02 


24 


96 


96 


88 


84 


14 


46 


46 


27 


33 


4 


01 


02 


00 


01 


23 


93 


94 


83 


79 


13 


39 


39 


22 


28 


3 


01 


01 




01 


22 


91 


91 


77 


74 


12 


33 


33 


18 


24 


2 


00 


00 




00 


21 


87 


87 


71 


69 


11 


27 


27 


14 


19 


1 











Note that the percent corresponding to any given raw score is always a larger 
number for regular students than for newspaper students, and avoid the mistake 
of thinking that this shows that regular students did better than newspaper 
students. Quite the contrary. For example, if a student made a score of 15 
right (out of 30 questions) on Form J-1, the tables show that he did better than 
53 percent of regular students, but only 38 percent of newspaper students — so 
evidently the newspaper students made higher scores. 

O 
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Since this point is hard for parents and the public to grasp, an analogy 
may help. Let us suppose that a six-foot m^jn is tall* r than 90 percent of adult 
males but only 10 percent of professional basketball players. Since 90 is a 
larger number than 10, does this mean that adult males are generally taller than 
professional basketball players? We all know that the opposite is the case. 
Hence any given height will surpass a larger proportion of adult males than of 
professional basketball players. In the same way, any given score wi^l surpass 
a larger number of regular students than of newspaper students. In the middle 
range of scores, the difference is 10 to 15 "percentile points" in favor of 
newspaper students. 

Many newspaper teachers find it useful to locate only the average or middle 
score in each newspaper class in relation to these percentiles. The way to do 
this is to find the average or middle raw score (number right) in the usual way 
and then look up the percentile corresponding to this score in the tables. One 
need not and should not find a percentile for each student and then average the 
percentiles • 

Using One Form as a Pretest 

Many teachers shy away from giving the Newspaper Test at the beginning of 
a program, feeling that they are not ready for the pretest-posttest type of 
evaluation and possibly that the test does not quite fit the objectives they 
wish to emphasize. Still, it makes very good sense to use one form as a pretest 
for one's own information, since it brings to light amazing deficiencies in 
understanding what typical newspaper articles said. Wliatever objectives one 
may have in mind, they can hardly be attained if most students continue to read 
newspapers as badly as the test shows -they do now. Hence the ability to read 
newspapers with greater understanding may be regarded as the one objective that 
all newspaper programs have in common, and as an indispensable basis for the 
attainment of all other objectives. 

To bring to light the types of misunderstanding that are most prevalent 
in a class, one first has to find out which questions caused the most trouble. 
An easy way to do this, after the test books have been marked and returned 
is to call out the numbers of the questions one by one and ask those who answered 
correctly to raise their hands. The teacher counts the hands and records the 
number who got each question right in his copy of the test. Smaller numbers 
indicate the questions that most students missed. If he prefers, he may tally 
correct answers as he scores the test. 

Then he may direct his first attention to questions that more than half of 
the students missed, or in superior classes to those that more than a quarter 
missed. The kinds of skill, knowledge, and judgment required by each question 
are indicated in Table 3 at the top of page 4; the numbers refer to the objectives 
listed on pages 5-7; and asterisks after the numbers indicate questions tha*- were 
missed by most students in the tryout. Study of the objectives related to the 
questions that most students missed will indicate some of the principal weaknesses 
of the class. 

Further insight into their reasons for missing these questions is gained 
by finding out how many chose each answer. Here one really has to ask for a 
show of hands, since it is too laborious to put down a tally for each answer to 
each question that proved difficult. But since one is now dealing with a limited 
set of questions, it does not take long to ask how many chose each answer. 
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Table 3. Obiecttves Listed on Pages 5-7 Related to Each Item 



Item 


J-1 


J-2 


S-l 


S-2 


L 


1 7 


ID 


Q 










1 A 


± J" 




91 


9 


J" 


ii« 


A 
H 




9^ 




r 
D 


e 
3 




13 


5* 


7* 


6 


5* 


15* 


15 


6 


7 


9 


4 


9* 


19 


8 


18* 


18* 


5* 


3* 


9 


2* 


2* 


27 


15 


10 


19* 


10* 


17 


17* 



Item 


J-1 


J-2 


S;-l 


S-2 


1 1 




OA 


9* 
Z^ 


9n 
ZU 


1 9 
IZ 


1 ^A 
1 J" 


7 


99* 
ZZ^ 


A* 


1 1 
1 J 


1 ^'k 
1j" 


97* 
Z / « 


9 ^ 
Z3 


9 1 * 

Z J." 


1 /. 
1h 


1 OA 
ly^ 


1* 

J" 


7 


1 A* 
lO" 


15 


16* 


1 n* 


1 n 
10 


Q* 


16 


8 


30* 


7 


15* 


17 


15 


9* 


7 


26* 


18 


5 


10* 


22 


16 


19 


16* 


2 


17* 


11* 


20 


9 


23* 


22 


24 



Item 


J-1 


J-2 


S-1 


S-2 


91 
Zl 


1 A* 


9A^ 




1 

X 


99 

zz 


1 A 


1 A 






9 'I 
Z J 




99* 


9*^* 
^ J 




9 A 
Zh 


1 n* 


'^* 




1 s* 


9 ^ 
Z3 


9A* 
Zh 


91* 
Z J** 


99 


1 A* 


26 


28* 


15 


15* 


25* 


27 


30 


12 


24* 


28* 


28 


14 


13* 


23* 


28* 


29 


13* 


12 


5* 


11 


30 


27 


14* 


14 


6 



* Asterisks indicate questions that were most often missed in the tryout. 



The most popular wrong answers usually suggest why the students went wrong, and 
questioning them about their reasons for choosing an answer will either confirm 
these hypotheses or suggest others* In any case, a close study of students^ answers 
to these questions is an eye-opening experience that is bound to influence the pro- 
gram. One will never again discuss the subject of an article as though one could 
take it for granted that the students understood what the article said. It will 
become a first order of business to find out what they think it said. 

Why Give the Test? 

A recent survey of a completely representative national sample of over 5»0D0 
adults in hour-long interviews revealed that newspapers were by far the largest 
item in the previous day's reading apart from their work: 73 percent reported 
reading newspapers for an average of 35 minutes; 39 percent magazines for an average 
of 33 minutes; and 33 percent books for an average of 47 minutes. Yet the Newspaper 
Test showed that the average regular student in junior high school could answer less 
than 50 percent, and in senior high school less than 60 percent, of fair, straight- 
forward questions on what typical newspaper articles said. Since newspaper reading 
is so common and so important in the conduct of our affairs, surely schools have an 
obligation to find out how well their students read newspapers and to do what they 
can to remedy their deficiencies. The test also appeals to students, especially in 
minority groups, as the most obviously fair, important, and relevant of reading tests. 

In supporting the development of this te.c, the ANPA Foundation obviously had 
no interest in providing a tool for grading students or for comparing one class with 
another. Its only motive was to enable teachers to learn the facts about how well 
their students read newspapers, to discover and remedy their shortcomings, and to 
measure their progress. It is hoped that teachers, heads of departments, and princi- 
pals will bring to the attention of the Foundation any program that brings about 
greater improvement than one expects. The results thus far attained by the 
"Newspaper in the Classroom" programs have been gratifyingj^ and it is hoped that 
publicizing common features of the more successful programs will bring about still 
better results in the future. To report such programs to the Foundation, write to 
Mrs. Virginia Riggs, Staff Consultant, Educational Services, ANPA Foundation, 
P. 0. Box 17407, Dulles International Airport, Washington, D.C. 20041; or telephone 
703/620-9500. 
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Objectlves of Newspaper Programs Revealed by the ANPA Foundation Newspaper Test 



The following objectives were not announced in advance or "imposed" by anyone; 
they were discovered. Eight tryout forms of 50 questions each were administered 
simultaneously in matched newspaper and regular classes in 61 schools. Only those 
questions were retained on which newspaper students did better than regular students 
of equal reading ability. The types of ability revealed by these questions are 
described below. 

I. Competence in Reading Newspapers 
A. SKILL 

1. Ability to spot the main point or emphasis quickly and to distinguish it from 
background, details, misinterpretations, and points not covered. The skilled 
newspaper reader knows that the main point is likely to come first > 

2. Ability to check off information quickly and to reject points not made, views 
not expressed, unwarranted interpretations, etc., often in the form of "All of the 
following points were covered EXCEPT...." 

3. Ability to distinguish exact, careful interpretations from slapdash, unwarranted, 
unqualified interpretations, reading in more than is justified by the context. 
Imputing sinister motives, or giving fanciful meanings to ordinary events. 

4. Ability to distinguish what was reported as a fact from expressions of opinion, 
the statement of a qualified observer, or quoted statements that may or may not be 

f true. 

5. Ability to locate desired information quickly: e.g.. How old is this newspaper? 
How is the Gaffney Home supported? How far is Miami from the search area? The last 
involves not only ability to read a map but also the expectation that the map will 
be there, even though this map was deliberately located in the continuation of the 
story on page 4. 

6. Ability to recognize which stories or features best illustrate a given point, 
such as something teenagers did that was good, the point of an editorial cartoon, 
or material of only local interest. 

7. Ability to interpret editorial cartoons: e.g.. The main point is.... The 
spectator represents.... The shadow is an effective symbol because. ... The cartoon 
represents the concerns of..., A headline related to this cartoon is.... 

8. Ability to interpret details in photographs: e.g., The person in the middle 
is the.... The baseball picture shows that«... 

B. KNOWLEDGE 

9. Knowledge of either indicated or probable sources of information: e.g., wire 
service, special correspondent. Where did the reporter get this information? 

The person most likely to write this article was.... The information was probably 
given out by . . . . 

10. General knowledge likely to be acquired by newspaper readers and needed to 
interpret reports: e.g., the U.S. equivalent of a Foreign Minister, why pickets 

O sed in strikes, an event that could not have happened recently. 
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11. Knowledge of the meaning of terms often used in various types of reports: 
e.g., fringe benefits, production workers, sweetener, amnesty. 

12. Knowledge of newspaper format: ©•g*, usual location of editorials, political 
columns, classified ads, sports, etc. Index on page 1 expected and used. 

13. Knowledge of technical newspaper terms: e.g., dateline, by-line, banner, 
masthead, capri'i^ correspondent, press release, etc. 

14. Wire services: identification (AP), (UPI), functions, advantages, kinds 
of material they furnish: e.g.. Which of the following stories is likely to 
appear in almost the same words in other newspapers of this date? 

C. JUDGMENT 

(Judgment is here distinguished from Skill chiefly in that it implies an 
ability to evaluate in addition to an ability to understand. It is often 
developed by maturity and experience rather than by practice alone.) 

15. Ability to assign causes, reasons, motives: e.g.. East End residents 
oppose the project because. ... blames failure of the plan on.... close 
vote was due to.... objects to the proposal chiefly becails'e . . . . 

16. Ability to interpret attitudes toward a situation or course of action: 
e.g.. Do X and Y agree or disagree in their attitude toward this proposal? 
What attitude does a given action imply? What event would favor or oppose 
a given course of action? 

17. Ability to judge why a statement was made: e.g.. He tries to give the 
impression that.... Arabella gives this advice because.. X is cited as an 
illustration of.... The purpose of this discussion is.... 

18. Ability to see implications or to extrapolate from given information: 
e.g., The governor's action suggests that he.... The report implies that 
the present practice is.... 

19. Ability to judge the relative importance of various points: e.g.. The 
chief purpose is to.... The immediate purpose of the treaty is.... His chief 
criticism is directed against.... 

20. Ability to judge what is happening in terms of what generally happens in 
similar situations: e.g.. Why is the airport expansion to be paid for by 
taxpayers? The strike settlement will probably result in.,.. 

21. Ability to anticipate what is likely to happen next in a given situation: 
e.g., The next development in the strike is likely to be.... The most probable 
result of X will be.... The governor is likely to.... 

22. Ability to judge why various kinds of material or specific items are 
published: e.g., editorials, opinion polls, columns, reviews, letters to the 
editor, stock market reports, etc. 

23. Ability to recognize differences in the kind of language or style that 
is appropriate for various kinds of material: e.g., Which sentence from the 
review would be most acceptable in a news story? Which sentence is most typical 
of sports writing? Which word from the baseball story would be most likely to 

used in the U.N. story? 
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24. Ability to interpret and assess advertisements: e.g., main emphasis, 
general credibility, inferences that can and cannot be made. 

25. Ability to interpret and criticize opinion polls: e.g.. Which conclusion 
is supported by the poll? Is the sample representative? Is it large enough? 
Does the wording of the question bias the results? 

26. Ability to criticize various types of material: e.g., letter to Arabella 
for omission of a vital fact, letter to editor for evident prejudice, opinion 
poll for wording of question, review of art exhibit for "flamboyant" style, etc. 

27. Ability to recognize and appraise differences between newspapers and other 
media: e.g., more emphasis on local and state news, greater detail than radio 
and TV news, NOT necessarily more accurate or up-to-the-minute, etc. 

II. Understanding the Role of Newspapers in a Free Society 

This second main category of objectives of most newspaper programs, while 
terribly important, is approached in so many different ways that relatively few 
questions showed an advantage of newspaper over regular students when the 
questiions were tried out in all parts of the country. Those that did so were 
related mainly to the freedom and responsibility of newspapers. 

28. Understanding that freedom of the press is protected by the First Amendment 
and includes freedom to ferret out and publish news without official permission 
or censorship, and that minorities have the right to publish unpopular views. 

29. Understanding that the press is responsible primarily for the accuracy 
and completeness of its coverage of important and interesting events, both in 
reporting the facts and in interpreting their meaning. It is generally much 
less subject to political pressure than the press in totalitarian countries. 
Questions related to this understanding dealt with the general credibility of 
newspapers and of specific reports. Incorrect responses often revealed such 
attitudes as "You can't trust newspapers" or "It's true because the newspaper 
said so." 

30. Understanding that the press is responsible for libel and hence is unwilling 
to publish letters to the editor that attack character, but is quite willing to 
print opposing views. 

For the sake of completeness, it may be mentioned that questions dealing with 
the following types of understanding were written but "washe 1 out" in the tryout, 
either because the items were defeccive or because the material in the simulated 
newspapers did not lend itself to very discriminating items of these kinds. The 
objectives remain important, however, and will probably be represented in subse- 
quent editions of these tests. 

31. Responsibility of the press for arousing interest and concern for public 
issues and problems and for attempting to formulate and guide public opinion. 

32. Responsibility of the press for keeping officials responsive to the public 
interest by calling attention to their decisions and actions and by exposing 
graft, corruption, inertia, inefficiency, waste, etc. 
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ANPA FOUNDATIOJ NEWSPAPER TEST 
FORM J-1 



12. 



13. 



14. 



15. 



16.. I, 



17.. 4, 



18..?. 



19. 



20. 
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ANPA FOUNDATION NEWSPAPER TEST 
FORM J-1 



2X« • ^* • • 



22..?. 



23. 



24. 



25.. .3. 



26.. 2. 



27. 



28. 



29. 



4 



30. 
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ANPA FOUNDATION NEWSPAPER TEST 
HAND SCORING KEY 
FORM J-1 

The pages of this scoring key are 
numbered to correspond to the 
pages of the test book. For 
convenience, the keys for facing 
pages in the test book have been 
arranged back-to-back. 

SUGGESTED PROCEDURES FOR SCORING 

1. Separate this sheet into 
strip keys by cutting along 
the dotted lines. 

2. Lay the key for page 2 
between the columns of the 
answers on page 2 of the 
test book, aligning the 
student ^s answers with the 
key. 

3« Note, either mentally or 
with a colored pencil, each 
incorrect or omitted answer* 

4. Write the number of errors 
at the bottom of the page. 

5. Turn the strip key over and 
proceed in the same manner 
for page 3* 

6. Score page 4 in the same 
manner using the key on the 
back of this strip. 

7. When the three pages of the 
test have been scored, add 
the number of errors you 
have recorded at the bottom 
of each page and subtract 
that sum from the number of 
items in the test (30). 

The remainder is the 
student's score, and should 
be recorded in the space 
provided at the end of the 
test. 
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ANPA FOUNDATION NEWSPAPER TEST 

1972 Edition 



NAME 

CLASS- 
SCHOOL 
DATE 

1 

2 

3 



GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

There are 30 four-choice questions in this test. You have the rest of this 
period to answer them. 

Do not try to read the whole newspaper first. Go right to work on the 
i^uestions. They tell which parts of the paper you must read to find the 
answers. 

As soon as you l<now which answer to a question is the best, write its 
number in the b\ank at the right. You may not need to read a whole article 
to answer the questions about it. 

EXAMPLE 

0 The name of the test newspaper is the Middletown Daily 

I Mirror 2 News 3 Sun 4 Times 0 

It you are not sure which answer tc a question is the best, guess. The score 
is the number of right answers. 
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1 The story about taxes (page 1) was 
probably obtained by a reporter 

1 from a wire service interview with 

Governor Forbes. 

2 who heard the governor deliver 

this speech on television. 

3 who copied a bulletin released by 

the governor's press secretary. 

4 whose main job is covering the 

state legislature for the Daily 
News. 1. 



7 Which of the following probably 
sent in the story about the strike 
(page D? 

1 A reporter who sat in on the 

negotiations 

2 A reporter who questioned negoti- 

ators after the conference 

3 George Wilson, president of the 

company 

4 George Dixon, president of the 

union 7 



2 In regard to a state income tax, 
Blair Paxton and Walter Wilson 

1 disagree; Paxton is against it. 

2 disagree; Wilson is against it. 

3 agree that it is needed. 

4 agree that it is not needed. 



8 Which of the following are on strike 
at Wilson Wire? 

1 Machine operators 

2 Office workers 

3 Salesmen 

4 All of these 



3 According to this news story, the 
governor is expected to propose 

1 an increase in existing taxes. 

2 a reduction in state services. 

3 a state income tax. 

4 an inheritance tax. 3. 

4 Brian Crowther, who wrote the story 
about the city manager (page 1), is a 

1 syndicated columnist. 

2 Daily News managing editor. 

3 Daily News special correspondent. 

4 Daily News reporter. 4 

5 Until the appointment of John 
Curtis, Middle town had been run by 

1 a city charter. 

2 the state legislature. 

3 a mayor and city council. 

4 the previous city manager. 5. 

6 The close vote on the appointment 
of John Curtis was due primarily to 

1 lack of confidence in his ability. 

2 the opposition of sf^veral council 

members to the city manager 
plan. 

3 the equal division of the council 

between Democrats and Repub- 
licans. 

4 the opposition of Mayor Hopkins 

to this appointment. 6. 



9 In comparison with radio and tele- 
vision reports of an incident like the 
missing submarine (page 1), the 
newspaper account is likely to be 
mor^ 

1 accurate. 

2 detailed. 

3 impartial. 

4 up-to-the-minute. 9 

10 Captain Young mentioned that the 
ocean floor is smooth in the area of 
the missing Navy submarine (page 
4) because 

1 that will make the rescue opera- 

tions easy. 

2 he thinks the submarine could not 

have hit anything. 

3 electronic devices can more eas- 

ily locate objects on smooth 
surfaces. 

4 the map shows little variation in 

depth of water in that area. 10 

11 The editorial on taxes (page 2) com- 
ments on all of the following except 

1 the kinds of legislative action that 

it opposes. 

2 ways to reduce the cost of state 

services. 

3 reasons for the increase in state 

spending. 

4 the need for additional revenue. 

EXCEPT 11 
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12 The purpose of an editorial is to 

1 highlight the newspaper's lead 

story. 

2 present the newspaper's position 

on a current topic. 

3 allow each editor a chance to ex- 

press himself. 

4 present the facts behind impor- 

tant news stories. 12.. 

13 The Peterson Poll (page 2) shows 
that a majority of those interviewed 

1 oppose higher taxes in any cir- 

cumstances. 

2 prefer higher taxes to a reduction 

in state services. 

3 believe that the medical insurance 

program costs too much. 

4 favor calling a special session of 

the legislature. 13. 

14 The main idea of the cartoon on page 
2 is that 

1 the economy is gettingoverweight. 

2 rival systems are close behind ours. 

3 economic expansion has threaten- 

ing consequences. 

4 an expanding economy must never 

look back. 14. 

1 5 This cartoon expresses the concerns of 

1 farmers. 

2 big business. 

3 government officials. 

4 more and more people. 15.. 

16 The shadow is an effective symbol 
for three of the following reasons. 
Which reason does not support the 
idea behind this cartoon? 

1 A shadow is only a surfac*e appear- 

ance. 

2 A shadow is dark and menacing. 

3 A shadow is caused by the person 

who casts it. 

4 A shadow may be larger than the 

per£K>n who casts it. not 1G.. 



17 The cartoon tries to convey the idea 
that air and water pollution 

1 are disappearing as the economy 

expands. 

2 cannot be avoided if the economy 

is to expand. 

3 are a dangerous result of economic 

expansion. 

4 will finally prevent further eco- 

nomic expansion. 17.. 

18 "The One College No One Needs" 
(page 2) is closest in nature to 

1 an editorial. 

2 a review. 

3 a news story. 

4 a feature article. 18.. 

19 The purpose of this discussion of the 
Electoral College is to 

1 warn people of a danger in this 

systen: in a coming election. 

2 keep the electoral vote from mak- 

ing elections seem too one-sided. 

3 alert readers to a problem of na- 

tional concern. 

4 show that the Electoral College no 

longer has any real power. 19.. 

20 "Dear Editor" (page 2) prints oppos- 
ing views of the UN posters, prob- 
ably because 

1 people like a good argument. 

2 they show that the person opposed 

to the posters is a crackpot. 

3 they represent different views of 

an issue affecting the schools. 

4 they show that some organization 

must be behind all this propa- 
ganda. 20.. 

21 The immediate purpose of the Latin 
Trade Treaty (page 3) is to 

1 contribute to economic growth. 

2 promote political stability in South 

America. 

3 enable its members to comi>ete in 

world markets. 

4 remove tariffs and other trade bar- 

riers between members. 21.. 



Go on to the next page. 
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22 Which of the following is not given 
as a reason for the dropout program 
(page 3)? 

1 The rising dropout rate 

2 Getting unemployed youth off the 

streets 

3 Giving a second chance to many 

young people 

4 The school's inability to expand 

its vocational training program 

NOT 22. 



26 The main reason for Arabella's ad- 
vice to ''Not Much Time Left" is 
probably that 

1 the lady is too old to be very 

attractive. 

2 the man is not worth such a 

sacrifice. 

3 breaking up a family with young 

children is a serious matter. 

4 it should be easy for such a woman 

to attract someone else. 26 



23 Which of the following statements in 
the review of "Bom Yesterday" 
(page 3) would be most acceptable 
in a news story? 

1 The cast and audience enjoyed 

themselves thoroughly. 

2 The Players have had moderate 

success with serious drama. 

3 Garson Kanin's durable comedy 

still has plenty of theatrical 
mileage. 

4 The performance was the first 

of four consecutive evening 
showings. 23. 

24 The Community Players are most 
likely to be 

1 professional actors. 

2 high school students. 

3 the road show of a New York 

company. 

4 amateurs who regularly present 

plays. 24. 



27 The advertisement for Jerry's Record 
Shop (page 3) does not say or 
imply that 

1 all records will be sold at half price. 

2 no record will be sold at less than 

half price. 

3 albums and single records are in- 

cluded in the sale. 

4 Saturday will be the last day of 

the sale. not 27 

28 Which of the following sentences 
from the baseball story (page 4) is 
most typical of the language used in 
sports writing? 

1 The Lions were nding a crest of 

optimism. 

2 The home fans were eager to be- 

lieve him. 

3 His prediction will be put to an 

early test. 

4 The Middletown club travels to 

Watertown tomorrow. 28 



25 The main reason for publishing 
*'Dear Arabella" (page 3) is proba- 
bly that 

1 Arabella's comments ai'e never 

what one expects. 

2 Arabella has a national reputation 

as a marriage counselor. 

3 this is the only way for a news- 

paper to help people who are in 
trouble. 

4 readers like these glimpses of per- 

sonal problems and the common- 
sense advice. 25.. 



LC 
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29 One can tell from this issue that all 
the following are true of the Daily 
News EXCEPT that it 

1 usually favors the Republican 

party. 

2 is concerned with problems of 

local interest. 

3 has been published for at least 

60 years. 

4 uses the services of two news-* 

gathering agencies. except 



29 



30 Which of the following is likely to 
appear in nearly the same words in 
other newspapers on the same day? 

1 Search Begins for Missing Sub 

2 Facing Up to Fiscal Facts 

3 'Bom Yesterday' Still a Delight 

4 Lions Claw Miners, 4-1, on Whit- 

field's Homer 30 
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SCHOOL 
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GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

There are 30 four-choice questions in this test. You have the rest of this 
period to answer them. 

Do not try to read the whole newspaper first. Go right to work on the 
questions. They tell which parts of the paper you must read to find the 
answers. 

As soon as you know which answer to a question is the best, write its 
number in the blank at the right. You may not need to read a whole article 
to answer the questions about it. 

EXAMPLE 

0 The name of the test newspaper is the Middletown Daily 

1 Mirror 2 News 3 Sun 4 Times 0 

If you are not sure which answer to a question is the best, guess. The score 
is the number of right answers. 
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1 George Wilson's statement about the 
strike (page 1) tries show that 

1 the union has been unfair to his 
company. 

2 the company has offered all it can 
afford. 

3 the company has been losing 
money for years. 

4 the workers do not produce enough 

to raise wages. 1.. 

2 The most likely result of raising 
wages at Wilson Wire is that 

1 the company will raise prices. 

2 the company will lose money. 

3 profits will be smaller. 

4 fewer men will have jobs. 2. 

3 What is hkely to happen next in this 
strike? 

1 The company will go out of 
business. 

2 The strike will be called off. 

3 More bargaining. 

4 Violence. 3.. 

4 The letters ap before the submarine 
story (page 1) show that 

1 the story has been checked and 
approved by the editor. 

2 a news-gathering service sent in 
the story. 

3 the Daily News is the only news- 
paper that can use this story. 

4 the Daily News is owned by ap. 4.. 



5 What had the missing submarine 
been doing? 

1 Searching for wrecked vessels 

2 Studying deep-sea fish 

3 Mapping the ocean floor 

4 Highly secret work 5.. 

6 Tiie distance from Miami, Florida, 
to the search area for the submarine 
is about 

1 300 miles east. 

2 500 miles south. 

3 500 miles southeast. 

4 1,000 miles southeast. 6.. 



7 The submarine story was probably 
written by 

1 a Daily News reporter. 

2 an AP reporter in San Juan. 

3 a high-ranking government oflScial. 

4 the Navy information service. 7.. 

8 The fact that the governor called a 
special session on taxes (page 1) 
suggests that he 

1 thinks the state is running out of 
money. 

2 has just learned how large the 
deficit will be. 

3 is starting a campaign for his next 
election. 

4 wants the legislators to work 
harder. 8.. 

9 This story about taxes answers all of 
the following questions except: 

1 Does federal medical insurance do 
the same things as the state 
program? 

2 Is the medical insurance program 
the main reason for the deficit? 

3 Has any other state program 
added greatly to the deficit? 

4 What kinds of new taxes are being 
considered? except 9.. 



10 The editorial "Facuig Up to Fiscal 
Facts** (page 2) complains most 
about 

1 the mistake in figuring the cost of 
the medical insurance program. 

2 passing the medical insurance pro- 
gram in the first place. 

3 patching up present taxes rather 
than passing a new tax. 

4 the calling of a special session at 
this time. 10., 

1 1 Which of the following is most likely 
to have written this editorial? 

1 A Daily News reporter 

2 A Daily News editor 

3 A Daily News reader 

4 A writer for a news-gathering 
service 11.. 
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12 The editorial on the city manager 
(page 2) blames failures of this plan 
on 

1 the poor jobs done by city man- 
agers in other places. 

2 lack of cooperation from other city 
officials. 

3 political pressures on city man- 
agers by elected officials. 

4 the problems facing all cities at 
this time. 12. 

13 Leo Meyer wants to do away with the 
Electoral College (page 2) because 

1 the wimier gets a higher percent- 
age of popular votes than of elec- 
toral votes. 

2 less than half of the Electoral 
College votes can elect a president. 

3 it gives large states too much 
power to win elections. 

4 its votes do not always reflect the 
will of the people. 13. 

14 Meyer beFeves that the worst feature 
of the E.'ectoral College system is 
that 

1 the candidate who gets the most 
votes in a state takes all its elec- 
toral votes. 

2 candidates with more than half of 
the popular votes often lose the 
election. 

3 big changes in popular votes make 
only small changes in electoral 
votes. 

4 it allows the House of Representa- 
tives to decide many elections. 14. 

15 Meyer thinks that to do away with 
the Electoral College would be 

1 difficult and probably not worth 
the effort. 

2 more democratic but a serious 
break with the past. 

3 quite easy and very desirable. 

4 less desirable thaii changing it 
slowly. 15. 



16 In the picture illustrating 'Industry 
to Hire More Dropouts" (page 3) 
the person in the center of the pic- 
ture is the 

1 chairman of the Industrial Coali- 
tion. 

2 secretary of the Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

3 clerk of the Board of Education. 

4 mayor. 16. 

17 It is hard for high school dropouts to 
find good jobs because 

1 most of them are juvenile delin- 
quents. 

2 Middletown has very few job 
openings for anyone. 

3 it is against the public interest to 
hire them. 

4 they usually do not have the neces- 
sary training and experience. 17. 

18 Which of the following did the Indus- 
trial Coalition work with on this 
program? 

1 Middletown High School 

2 The Chamber of Commerce 

3 Mayor Hopkins 

4 The Welfare Department 18. 

19 Middletown industry expects and 
hopes to prevent 

1 a shortage of skilled labor. 

2 rioting in the streets. 

3 higher taxes because of welfare 
costs. 

4 a take-over by the younger gener- 
ation. 19. 

20 The Trade Treaty story (page 3) is 
headed Asuncion, Paraguay, because 

1 the story was sent from Asuncion. 

2 the Daily News sent a reporter to 
Asuncion. 

3 Asuncion is the largest city in 
South America. 

4 Asuncion will be the headquarters 

of the new Conmion Market. 20. 



Go on to the next page. 
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21 The letters upi at the beginning of 
this story mean that 

1 the Daily News got the story from 
its own reporter. 

2 the story came from an interna- 
tional wire service. 

3 the story was copied from another 
newspaper. 

4 the U.S. government gave this 
story to the press. 2L. 

22 One can tell from this story that the 
European Economic Community 

(EEC) 

1 fears the competition of the South 
American organization. 

2 hopes to get business away from 
the United States. 

3 expects to take over South 
American trade. 

4 welcomes the new Common 
Market. 22.. 

23 How many votes are needed to ad- 
mit a fourteenth nation into this 
organization? 

1 Six 

2 Seven 

3 Ten 

4 Thirteen 23.. 

24 In the United States the work of a 
Foreign Minister is done by the 

1 Secretary of Commerce. 

2 Secretary of Defense. 

3 Secretary of State. 

4 Vice President. 24,. 

25 Which of the jobs advertised on page 
4 could a high school dropout hope 
to get without special training or 
experience? 

1 Beautician 

2 Foreman 

3 None 

4 AU 25.. 



26 Which of the following parts of the 
U.S. Constitution is more important 
to the newspaper business than to 
other lines of business? 

1 The Preamble 

2 The First Amendment 

3 The due process clause 

4 The interstate conamerce clause 26,. 

27 If the Daily News reported that the 
Superintendent of Schools hired only 
teachers who paid him $500 and thte 
was not true, what could he do 
about it? 

1 Ask the Daily News for an equal 
amount of space to deny the story. 

2 Have the editor and publisher sent 
to jail. 

3 Bring a suit for libel against the 
Daily News. 

4 Nothing. 27. 

28 The Daily News uses wire services 
because they 

1 have better reporters than a news- 
paper of smaller circulation can 
afford. 

2 cover national and international 
news efficiently and economically. 

3 have the best writers on national 
and international problems. 

4 provide a different point of view 
from that of its own staff. 28.. 

29 The information at the beginning of 
a news story telling where it was 
sent from is called the 

1 banner. 

2 by-line. 

3 caption. 

4 dateline. 29,, 



30 Which of the following would be most 
likely to be reported in a national 
television news program? 

1 Curtis Is Named 1st City Manager 

2 Industry to Hire More Droiwuts 

3 Wilson Wire Plant Struck 

4 Search Begins for Missing Sub 30.. 
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